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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 11, 14, 17-20, 22, 23, 27, and 29-38 are pending. Claims 11, 14, 18, 20, 
22, 27, and 29-37 have been amended in this communication filed 09/30/04 entered as 
RCE. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
09/30/04 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1 1 , 20, 29, 31 , 33, and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 11, page 3, lines 4-14 and lines 18-21 and page 4, lines 1-4 recite "storage 
means for pre-storing said plural items of pre-stored information, and plural sets of pre- 
stored data for respective ones of said plural items of pre-stored information, each one 
of said plural sets of pre-stored data including pre-stored event information of an event 
representing a change of situation in or related to said plural items of pre-stored 



Application/Control Number: 09/459,342 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3624 

information, said event triggers distribution of said plural items of pre-stored information 
upon detection, ... ; transmission means for, upon detection of occurrence of said 
event by said detection means, transmitting via said transmission media, one of said 
plural items of pre-stored information identified by said identification data corresponding 
to said pre-stored event information of said one of said plural sets of pre-stored data to 
one of said plurality of information destination devices .. .". The metes and bounds of 
the claim language cannot be determined. The claim language as written is very 
confusing and unclear as to what Applicants* are trying to claim as their invention. 
Claims 20, 29, 31 , 33, and 35 have a similar problem. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 11, 14, 17, 18-20, 22, 23, 27, and 9-38 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by (US 5,655,079) Hirasawa et al, hereafter Hirasawa. The claims 
have been given the broadest reasonable interpretation with respect to the breadth and 
lack of clarity in the claim language of the independent claims. 

With respect to claims 1 1 , 20, 29, and 31 , Hirasawa teaches, an information 
transmission device for transmitting plural items of pre-stored information via 
transmission media to a plurality of information destination devices the information 
transmission device comprising: storage means for pre-storing the plural items of pre- 
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stored information and plural sets of pre-stored data for the plural items of pre-stored 
information, each one of the plural sets of pre-stored data including pre-stored event 
information indicative of an event representing a change of situation in or related to the 
plural items of pre-stored information, said event triggers distribution of said plural items 
of pre-stored information upon detection, identification data for identifying one of said 
plural items of pre-stored information to be transmitted in response to detection of 
occurrence of the event, and transmission destination data indicative of one of the 
plurality of information destination devices to which a corresponding one of the plural 
items of pre-stored information is to be transmitted; detection means for detecting 
whether an event corresponding to pre-stored event information of one of said plural 
sets of pre-stored data pre-stored in said storage means has occurred and 
transmission means for upon detection of occurrence of the event by the detection 
means, transmitting via the transmission media one of the plural items of pre-stored 
information identified by the identification data corresponding to the pre-stored event 
information of the one of the plural sets of pre-stored data to one of the plurality of 
information destination devices that is designated by the transmission destination data 
corresponding to the pre-stored event information of the one of the plural sets of pre- 
stored data (col. 1, lines 48-56, col. 2, Jines 4-12 and lines 54-67, col. 4, lines 1 1-67, col. 
5, lines 26-67, and col. 7, lines 10-57). 

With respect to claim 14, Hirasawa teaches, wherein said event is a modification 
of at least one of the plural items of pre-stored information (col. 1 1 , lines 1-12). 
This dependent claim is also rejected for the similar rationale given for claim 29 

With respect to claim 17, Hirasawa teaches, the event is a transmission of data 
from at least one of the plurality of information destination devices to the information 
transmission device (col. 9, lines 13-27). 
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With respect to claim 18, Hirasawa teaches, the plural items of pre-stored 
information is information indicative of a current situation of a facility which contains 
plural parts and performs a predetermined process and wherein one of the plurality of 
information destination devices to which one of the plural items of pre-stored information 
is transmitted is a controller which uses one of the plural items of pre-stored information 
transmitted to control the predetermined process of the facility (col. 8, lines 43-47, col. 
9, lines 41-67, col. 10, lines 57-67, fig. 2 (21), fig. 3, fig. 4, and fig. 9). 

With respect to claim 19, Hirasawa teaches, means for deciding whether the 
event detected relates to the information handled by at least one information processing 
device and the transmission means, when the event is judged as relating to the 
information, transmitting the information identified by the identified data (col. 6, lines 66- 
col. 7, line 36). 

With respect to claim 22, Hirasawa teaches, the event is a transmission of 
information via the transmission media from at least one of the plurality of information 
destination devices to the information transmission device and wherein the transmitting 
step includes a step of transmitting information associated with one of the plural items of 
information to be transmitted (coh 4, lines 50-67). 

With respect to claim 23, this dependent claim is rejected for the similar rationale 
as given above for claim 14. 

With respect to claim 27, this dependent claim is rejected for the similar rationale 
as given above for claim 18. 

With respect to claim 30, Hirasawa did not expressly disclose the event elapses 
at predetermined time intervals. However, it would have been inherent to Hirasawa's 
system because it is well-known in the communications art that the transmission of data 
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and messages in a communications have elapses at predetermined time intervals to 
prevent the system from becoming overloaded and having a system failure. 

With respect to claim 31 , this independent claim is rejected for the similar 
rationale given for claims 1 1 , 20, and 29. 

With respect to claim 32, this dependent claim is rejected or the similar rationale 
given for claims 29 and 31 . 

With respect to claim 33, this independent claim is also rejected for the similar 
rational given for claims 1 1 , 20, 29, and 31 . 

With respect to claim 34, this dependent claim is rejected for the similar rationale 
given for claim 31. 

With respect to claim 35, this independent claim is rejected for the similar 
rationale given for claims 1 1 , 20, 29, 31 and 33. 

With respect to claim 36, this dependent is rejected for the similar rationale given 
for claims 31 and 32. 

With respect to claim 37, this dependent is rejected for the similar rationale given 
for claim 27. 

J With respect to claim 38, this dependent claim is rejected for the similar rationale 
given for claim 30. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants' disclosure. 

Weinberger et al (US 6,009,284) disclosed detecting an event and a controller. 

Inquiries 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ella Colbert whose telephone number is 703-308-7064. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on 703-308-1038. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




E. Colbert, .... „ 
December 18, 2004 



